Micropapillary variant of transitional cell carcinoma of the urinary bladder: a report of three cases with cytologic diagnosis in urine specimens.
Micropapillary transitional cell carcinoma is a recently described, aggressive variant of bladder cancer. Its cytologic features in urine have not been previously characterized. Three cases illustrate the urinary cytologic features of this high grade urothelial carcinoma and its concurrent biopsy findings. This tumor is similar to low. grade urothelial lesions of the bladder, tends to present as micropapillary clusters in urine and yet has high grade nuclear features within these clusters that help with the differential diagnosis of a flat, high grade urothelial carcinoma. The micropapillary type of transitional cell carcinoma is a distinct morphologic entity with an aggressive clinical course. Recognizing its presence in urinary cytology, albeit a rare occurrence, is important in distinguishing this lesion from the more indolent, low grade papillary lesions and high grade urothelial carcinomas, which continuously shed single malignant urothelial cells.